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School context 

Gomersal St Mary’s Primary School is a smaller than average school with 243 pupils on roll. 

The majority of the children come from white British backgrounds. The proportion of children 

known to be eligible for pupil premium funding is above average. Following the retirement of 

the previous headteacher, the acting headteacher has just been appointed to the post on a 

permanent basis. St Mary’s parish church is within walking distance of the school. Since the 

previous inspection the school has undergone a change from voluntary aided to voluntary 

controlled status and has moved from being a nursery and infant school to a primary school. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Gomersal St Mary’s Primary School as a 

Church of England school are outstanding 

 The Christian character of the school is central to its activities and its daily life 

 Collective worship is inspirational and supports this distinctive character 

 School leaders have nurtured a school community marked by positive and caring 

relationships which enable good social, moral, spiritual and cultural development along with 

secure academic achievement 

 School leaders have been effective in building partnerships with parents, church leaders and 
the wider community 

Areas to improve 

 Seek ways for children to understand and articulate more clearly the impact of distinctively 

Christian values and biblical teaching on their own attitudes and behaviour 

 Develop a more rigorous but manageable approach to the evaluation of collective worship 

by encouraging a wider range of methods and participants 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the 

needs of all learners 

 

This school’s emphasis on ‘Learning the Christian Way’ is evident in children’s understanding 

of its vision and values. Children can explain, through the image of the Vision Van, that ‘we are 

doing a journey – we are moving on in life’.  They can describe how they are at the front of the 

van ‘showing the teachers where we want to go’ and that ‘on the road we have Christian 

values such as friendship, peace, justice and love.’  In this respect and in the words of one 

parent, the ethos is ‘not tokenistic’.  Its Christian character is nevertheless illustrated visually 

through the values display in the hall, the crosses in the entrance and the reflection areas in 

each classroom.  Children are keen to show the mission statement jigsaw and can explain that 

‘it is a Christian school based on what Jesus did.’  This understanding is demonstrated through 

their very good behaviour and the respect they show to adults and to each other.  Lessons are 

engaging and purposeful.  Religious education (RE) contributes to learners’ spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development as shown by older children’s discussions about whether what 

they believe influences their decisions about what to take to an imaginary island.  It is clear that 

all children, including the more vulnerable, are making good progress both personally and 

academically.  Talk is a key feature of lessons and activities, such as the regular circle time 

sessions that encourage children to express their views.  However, as yet children do not 

articulate the connection between their attitudes and the biblical teaching which the school has 

promoted through both RE and collective worship. They do not yet naturally and easily 

remember and relate the Bible stories they have heard.  Prayer is a key feature of school life, 

with prayers at the end of each day. Children recite the Lord’s Prayer and a beautifully worded 
school prayer.  Other members of the school community, including staff, parents and 

governors, articulate the same distinctive character.  Parents are highly supportive of the 

school and its ethos, valuing the regular visits to the local church for special occasions and 

festivals and the worship times in school to which they are invited.  

 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

 

Collective worship is a key element of every school day and is valued by both children and 

adults, some of whom describe it as inspirational and emotional.  Children respect it as a 

special time, listen well and sing confidently and sensitively in a manner that suggests they 

understand and are reflecting on the words.  Songs express Christian truths such as God ‘will 

always be there’ and ‘for the children, that God’s hand will be on them’.  Children join in a 

range of prayers including some that express being sorry and forgiving as well as those that 

speak of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Displays and artefacts in the hall encourage 

children to focus on key elements of Christian worship,  including  a set of candles which are 

lit by a child from each year group ‘so that we can think about God’.  Collective worship is 

arranged to ensure clear links between the Bible, Christian values and the lives of children in 

and out of school.  For instance, Year 4 children act out the story of Joseph linked to the 

theme of humility.  These themes are followed up in circle time each week.  Children enjoy 

frequent visits from the local vicar and participate enthusiastically in acts of worship such as 

receiving a cross on their forehead on Ash Wednesday.  They also enjoy their visits to St 

Mary’s church for significant festivals.  Younger children and their parents particularly 

appreciate the regular Tots’ Praise and clearly love their visits to the church, which are 

supported by church members.  Children’s ideas about worship are valued.  For example, the 

idea from the school council that there should be a time of reflection after the school prayer 

has been introduced.  Children support the monitoring and evaluation of collective worship 

carried out by the school leadership.  There is scope for a more developed approach to the 

evaluation of collective worship by encouraging a wider range of methods and participants. 
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The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is outstanding 

The school’s distinctive Christian vision is clearly expressed by those in leadership, including 

governors, and is fundamental to its educational mission.  School leaders know the school well 

and are clear about its strengths, its achievements and its areas for development. They speak 

of a journey to progress the school that will not be achieved without spiritual action as well. 

This is demonstrated by the decision to appoint one governor with responsibility for 

promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the school and its members. 

It is also shown by the activities of the Faith Team, which includes children, parents, staff, 

governors and church members. This team has been instrumental in forming the creative 

approach to school vision and values and in monitoring its impact. The partnership between 

the school and the parish church is long-standing and embedded.  School and church leaders 

are proactive in developing mutually beneficial links.  The school and church co-exist and 

children recognise the church as being part of the school as when stating ‘this is my church 

because my school is connected with it’.  Leaders encourage children to participate in local 

events and to support charitable causes, including the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas boxes, 

Christian Aid and the food bank for local homeless people.  Parents believe that children are 

aware of their advantages and of the need to give back in some way.  Leaders also promote 

children’s understanding of the wider world, as well as their appreciation of those of other 

faiths and cultures, for example through their learning about Sikhs and their visit to a mosque. 

Self-evaluation is well-established and represents a highly reflective approach to school 

development.  Progress has been made against focus areas from the previous report.  

However, due to the change in status, not all these targets fall within the scope of this 

inspection. 
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